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January 2021 Monthly traffic update and February 2021 preview 
 

-71.7% 
Auckland Airport total passenger volumes decreased by 71.7% in January 2021 versus last year. International passengers (excl. transits) 
were down 97.6%, transit passengers were down 97.0% and domestic passengers were down by 30.7%. 

Key Points: 

• The decline in total passengers for January 2021 reflects the impact of the travel restrictions imposed by the New Zealand Government in response 
to COVID-19. The closure of the New Zealand border from 20 March 2020 to all but New Zealand citizens and permanent residents has had a 
significant impact on international services. 

• Quarantine-free one-way travel to Australia was permitted to New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory, the Northern Territory and Victoria, 
with Queensland opening on 7 January 2021. However, the Australian Government suspended quarantine-free travel to Australia from New 
Zealand on 25 January for six days following active cases within the New Zealand community. 

• Quarantine-free travel for Cook Islanders from Rarotonga to New Zealand commenced on 21 January 2021. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

AUCKLAND AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International passengers (excl. Transits) 26,026 1,068,561 -97.6% 180,001 6,357,959 -97.2% 1,561,302 10,500,628 -85.1%

Transit movements 2,634 86,566 -97.0% 35,662 634,014 -94.4% 136,334 1,013,380 -86.5%

Domestic passengers 504,349 728,062 -30.7% 3,140,728 5,486,000 -42.8% 4,701,836 9,480,858 -50.4%

Total passengers 533,009 1,883,189 -71.7% 3,356,391 12,477,973 -73.1% 6,399,472 20,994,866 -69.5%

Top 10 arrivals by country of last residence

New Zealand 3,618 263,912 -98.6% 20,466 1,577,300 -98.7% 291,205 2,461,375 -88.2%

Australia 2,447 82,407 -97.0% 19,885 536,146 -96.3% 145,096 877,948 -83.5%

United Kingdom 1,452 27,427 -94.7% 9,405 116,016 -91.9% 50,871 185,330 -72.6%

United States of America 840 33,418 -97.5% 5,887 167,977 -96.5% 66,737 297,291 -77.6%

China, People's Republic of 302 38,547 -99.2% 2,256 198,781 -98.9% 8,520 346,425 -97.5%

Canada 202 9,150 -97.8% 1,440 36,037 -96.0% 18,309 63,533 -71.2%

India 221 4,475 -95.1% 1,150 35,815 -96.8% 13,862 61,713 -77.5%

Samoa 665 1,853 -64.1% 1,098 19,049 -94.2% 5,150 30,831 -83.3%

Hong Kong (Special Administrative Region) 228 4,065 -94.4% 1,014 25,462 -96.0% 6,919 43,817 -84.2%

Cook Islands 336 1,063 -68.4% 864 8,568 -89.9% 2,914 14,187 -79.5%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 1,175 5,470 -78.5% 7,937 34,086 -76.7% 18,812 56,657 -66.8%

Domestic aircraft movements 7,286 9,206 -20.9% 45,261 69,180 -34.6% 70,256 119,958 -41.4%

Total aircraft movements 8,461 14,676 -42.3% 53,198 103,266 -48.5% 89,068 176,615 -49.6%

MCTOW (tonnes) *

International MCTOW 146,201 561,022 -73.9% 972,004 3,475,944 -72.0% 2,165,484 5,801,399 -62.7%

Domestic MCTOW 135,516 176,987 -23.4% 896,237 1,345,852 -33.4% 1,381,095 2,330,890 -40.7%

Total MCTOW 281,718 738,009 -61.8% 1,868,241 4,821,796 -61.3% 3,546,579 8,132,288 -56.4%

Cargo (tonnes)

International Export 7,355 7,863 -6.5% 46,674 48,880 -4.5% 78,220 84,922 -7.9%

International Import 5,801 6,506 -10.8% 47,752 56,850 -16.0% 75,654 93,551 -19.1%

Total Cargo 13,156 14,369 -8.4% 94,426 105,730 -10.7% 153,874 178,473 -13.8%

Total Cargo Value NZ$(000) 1,420,179 1,773,727 -19.9% 12,182,599 13,598,076 -10.4% 20,149,350 22,437,495 -10.2%

QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

Total international passengers 0 75,918 -100.0% 0 493,029 -100.0% 90,190 725,590 -87.6%

Total domestic passengers 123,553 160,365 -23.0% 802,389 1,000,831 -19.8% 1,088,630 1,677,792 -35.1%

Total passengers 123,553 236,283 -47.7% 802,389 1,493,860 -46.3% 1,178,820 2,403,382 -51.0%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 0 580 -100.0% 0 3,734 -100.0% 751 5,540 -86.4%

Domestic aircraft movements 924 1,188 -22.2% 6,843 7,626 -10.2% 9,509 12,721 -25.2%

Total aircraft movements 924 1,768 -47.7% 6,843 11,360 -39.8% 10,260 18,261 -43.8%
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Notes: 

This monthly traffic update from Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) is generated with assistance and data from Statistics New Zealand, the New Zealand Customs Service, Airways New Zealand, Immigration New Zealand, Queenstown 

Airport Corporation and AIAL. International and Domestic passenger movements are actual. This document is intended for information purposes. It should not be considered a recommendation, offer or invitation to purchase securities. All 

reasonable steps have been taken to ensure that the information is true and accurate at the time of publication. *Maximum Certificated Take-Off Weight (MCTOW) forms the basis of determining airfield charges at Auckland Airport. 

aucklandairport.co.nz                           Issued: 17 March 2021        
 

February 2021 Monthly traffic update preview 
 

-71.0% 
Auckland Airport total passenger volumes decreased by 71.0% in February 2021 versus last year. International passengers (excl. 
transits) were down 96.9%, transit passengers were down 96.4% and domestic passengers were down by 41.4%. 
 

Key Points: 

• The decline in total passengers for February 2021 reflects the impact of the travel restrictions imposed by the New Zealand Government in 
response to COVID-19. The closure of the New Zealand border from 20 March 2020 to all but New Zealand citizens and permanent residents has 
had a significant impact on international services. 

• The Australian Government suspended quarantine-free travel to Australia from New Zealand on 15 February 2021 for six days following Auckland 
entering Alert Level 3 lockdown and the rest of New Zealand entering Alert Level 2 for three days. Three Australian states (Queensland, Victoria, 
and New South Wales) followed on by restricting travel bubbles with New Zealand and stopped all “green flights” coming from New Zealand on 
24 February 2021. 

• Domestic services in February 2021 were also impacted by further travel restrictions when Auckland re-entered Alert Level 3 at 11.59pm on 
Sunday, 14 February 2021 for a period of three days and again at 6am on Sunday, 28 February 2021 for a period of seven days.  
 

 

 

AUCKLAND AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International passengers (excl. Transits) 25,120 799,154 -96.9% 205,121 7,157,113 -97.1% 787,268 10,427,395 -92.5%

Transit movements 2,010 55,818 -96.4% 37,672 689,832 -94.5% 82,526 994,456 -91.7%

Domestic passengers 435,940 743,417 -41.4% 3,576,668 6,229,417 -42.6% 4,394,359 9,421,984 -53.4%

Total passengers 463,070 1,598,389 -71.0% 3,819,461 14,076,362 -72.9% 5,264,153 20,843,835 -74.7%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 1,122 4,473 -74.9% 9,061 38,559 -76.5% 15,463 56,622 -72.7%

Domestic aircraft movements 7,205 9,524 -24.3% 52,465 78,704 -33.3% 67,936 119,351 -43.1%

Total aircraft movements 8,327 13,997 -40.5% 61,526 117,263 -47.5% 83,399 175,973 -52.6%

MCTOW (tonnes) *

International MCTOW 133,431 470,656 -71.7% 1,105,435 3,946,600 -72.0% 1,828,605 5,785,056 -68.4%

Domestic MCTOW 133,627 189,730 -29.6% 1,029,864 1,535,583 -32.9% 1,324,903 2,324,843 -43.0%

Total MCTOW 267,058 660,386 -59.6% 2,135,298 5,482,183 -61.1% 3,153,508 8,109,899 -61.1%
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