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January 2017 Monthly traffic update  
 

990,250 For the second consecutive month, Auckland Airport 
welcomed a record number of international 
passengers. The 990,250 (excluding transit 
passengers) in January was 30,000 more than the 
previous record set in December – and 10.9% more 
than in January 2016. January’s new high was driven 
by a combination of higher international visitors and 
a record number of New Zealanders travelling 
overseas, as well as the earlier timing of the Chinese 
New year holiday. 
 

27.5% Auckland Airport’s Chinese visitor arrivals in January 
were up 27.5% on January 2016 – an increase driven by 
the recent growth in direct airline capacity and the earlier 
timing of the Chinese New Year (January this year 
compared to February last year).  Strong Chinese New 
Year traffic was also experienced from Hong Kong 
(+73.6%) and Taiwan (+14.1%).  Auckland Airport now 
has six airlines operating a total of 44 weekly services 
between Auckland and mainland China, and will add a 
seventh airline with the launch of Sichuan Airlines’ three-
weekly service between Chengdu and Auckland from 
June 2017.  
 

11.8%  International passenger volumes at Cairns Airport 
were up 11.8% in January 2016 and have grown by 
20% over the last 12 months.  The increase has been 
driven by strong international capacity growth 
including its newest airline Jin Air, who launched the 
first low cost services between Australia and Korea 
in January 2017. 
 
 
 

18.4% Auckland Airport’s international visitor arrivals from the 
Americas grew 18.4% in January 2017. Double-digit 
arrivals growth from American (+20%), Canadian 
(+11.4%), Argentinian (+22.3%),and Brazilian (+47.3 %) 
visitors was driven by the new American Airlines’ Los 
Angeles and United Airlines’ San Francisco services and 
capacity increases on Air New Zealand’s Houston and 
Buenos Aires routes.  
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AUCKLAND AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

International arrivals (excl. Transits) 514,768 458,986 12.2% 2,977,458 2,668,496 11.6% 4,729,621 4,272,267 10.7%

International departures (excl. Transits) 475,482 434,328 9.5% 2,804,057 2,505,251 11.9% 4,657,713 4,216,269 10.5%

Total international (excl. Transits) 990,250 893,314 10.9% 5,781,515 5,173,747 11.7% 9,387,334 8,488,536 10.6%

Transit movements 62,902 57,442 9.5% 416,880 332,786 25.3% 662,800 517,172 28.2%

Total international passengers * 1,053,152 950,756 10.8% 6,198,395 5,506,533 12.6% 10,050,134 9,005,708 11.6%

Domestic arrivals 344,462 313,688 9.8% 2,494,489 2,238,336 11.4% 4,254,425 3,781,928 12.5%

Domestic departures 336,624 304,647 10.5% 2,485,841 2,229,882 11.5% 4,159,746 3,699,659 12.4%

Total domestic passengers ** 681,086 618,335 10.1% 4,980,330 4,468,218 11.5% 8,414,171 7,481,587 12.5%

Total passengers 1,734,238 1,569,091 10.5% 11,178,725 9,974,751 12.1% 18,464,305 16,487,295 12.0%

Top 10 arrivals by country of last residence

New Zealand 231,695 207,570 11.6% 1,368,885 1,246,210 9.8% 2,105,255 1,938,600 8.6%

Australia 76,538 73,169 4.6% 513,731 486,307 5.6% 844,878 793,268 6.5%

China, People's Republic of 46,347 36,357 27.5% 212,542 195,335 8.8% 376,477 340,646 10.5%

United States of America 26,456 22,039 20.0% 147,706 110,593 33.6% 240,686 195,260 23.3%

United Kingdom 27,848 27,302 2.0% 112,406 104,270 7.8% 179,787 166,651 7.9%

Japan 8,645 7,969 8.5% 56,779 50,815 11.7% 93,199 79,165 17.7%

Germany 11,273 9,050 24.6% 51,449 44,427 15.8% 75,023 65,436 14.7%

Korea, Republic of 10,528 10,238 2.8% 40,919 35,007 16.9% 63,884 52,768 21.1%

Canada 7,005 6,287 11.4% 31,865 27,755 14.8% 52,976 47,076 12.5%

India 3,540 3,472 2.0% 27,270 26,768 1.9% 49,786 48,772 2.1%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 5,157 4,645 11.0% 32,633 28,988 12.6% 53,473 47,697 12.1%

Domestic aircraft movements 9,373 8,495 10.3% 66,490 61,852 7.5% 112,582 104,489 7.7%

Total aircraft movements 14,530 13,140 10.6% 99,123 90,840 9.1% 166,055 152,186 9.1%

MCTOW (tonnes) ***

International MCTOW 541,716 472,233 14.7% 3,298,070 2,836,044 16.3% 5,372,039 4,674,494 14.9%

Domestic MCTOW 177,125 158,344 11.9% 1,298,526 1,174,490 10.6% 2,192,581 1,960,542 11.8%

Total MCTOW 718,841 630,577 14.0% 4,596,596 4,010,534 14.6% 7,564,620 6,635,036 14.0%
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QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

Total international passengers 51,244 45,234 13.3% 350,332 310,199 12.9% 514,912 449,054 14.7%

Total domestic passengers 134,235 118,549 13.2% 794,466 684,144 16.1% 1,286,652 1,086,627 18.4%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 411 342 20.2% 2,782 2,402 15.8% 4,018 3,443 16.7%

Domestic aircraft movements 1,037 968 7.1% 6,151 6,031 2.0% 10,092 9,486 6.4%

Total aircraft movements 1,448 1,310 10.5% 8,933 8,433 5.9% 14,110 12,929 9.1%

CAIRNS  AIRPORT
Passenger Movements
International passenger movements (excl. 
Transits) 62,850 53,978 16.4% 409,107 368,066 11.2% 662,464 575,452 15.1%

Transit movements 17,003 17,469 -2.7% 102,327 75,736 35.1% 172,559 120,549 43.1%

Total international passengers 79,853 71,447 11.8% 511,434 443,802 15.2% 835,023 696,001 20.0%

Total domestic passengers 382,644 359,523 6.4% 2,722,057 2,602,315 4.6% 4,363,047 4,148,219 5.2%

Aircraft Movements 

International aircraft movements 599 636 -5.8% 4,178 4,047 3.2% 7,196 6,693 7.5%

Domestic aircraft movements 3,529 3,424 3.1% 24,716 24,091 2.6% 41,062 39,346 4.4%

Total aircraft movements 4,128 4,060 1.7% 28,894 28,138 2.7% 48,258 46,039 4.8%

MACKAY  AIRPORT
Passenger Movements

Domestic passengers 55,708 59,387 -6.2% 444,655 496,799 -10.5% 761,824 857,258 -11.1%

Transit movements 1,704 1,655 3.0% 15,824 20,200 -21.7% 27,238 41,613 -34.5%

Total domestic passengers 57,412 61,042 -5.9% 460,479 516,999 -10.9% 789,062 898,871 -12.2%

Aircraft Movements

Domestic aircraft movements 794 888 -10.6% 5,990 6,517 -8.1% 10,401 11,607 -10.4%


