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July 2016 Monthly traffic update  
 

13.3% International passengers (excluding transit 
passengers) increased by 13.3% to 791,077 in 
July 2016, compared with July 2015. The 92,000 
increase was driven by the Americas (+31.2%) 
and Asia/Middle East (+26.4%), with the addition 
of four new services to each region in July 2016.
Solid performances were also achieved by the 
Pacific (+8.7%) and Tasman (+4.5%) regions, 
both boosted by school holiday traffic and new 
airlines serving Rarotonga, the Gold Coast and 
Cairns.  

171,406 International visitor arrivals increased by 16% to 
171,406 in July 2016, mainly due to a 25% increase 
in holiday arrivals. Seat capacity additions across all 
key regions have helped drive this growth, 
accommodating stronger demand during the 
traditionally lower winter season. Auckland Airport’s 
tourism marketing initiative Four Seasons Five 
Senses is also helping to create demand and fill this 
capacity throughout the year, supporting tourism 
operators, travel agents and airlines to promote 
outstanding New Zealand seasonal travel 
experiences.  
   

 
 

12.5%  New Zealand resident departures were up 12.5% 
in July 2016 due to strong holiday (+13,100 
passengers) and visiting friends and relatives (+
10,220 passengers) segments. The most popular 
destination for these travellers was Australia 
(+5.2%), however we also saw increasing
demand for long-haul destinations, including 
China (+19.1%), the United States (+23.5%), 
Indonesia (+42.9%), India (+74.4%) and Vietnam 
(+51.7%). New Zealand residents have made 
over 2 million overseas trips from Auckland 
Airport in the past year, an annual increase of 
6.2%. 

36.2%  United States visitor arrivals were up 36.2% in July 
2016. This growth was stimulated by an additional 
eleven weekly return services to the United States in 
July, including American Airlines’ daily Los Angeles
service, and United Airlines’ three-flights-per-week 
San Francisco service.  Arrivals to New Zealand  from 
the Mid-west and East Coast states were up 76.1% in 
July 2016 as a result of the increased connectivity 
through these two West Coast airline hubs, as well as  
Air New Zealand’s five-flights-per-week Houston 
service.  
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AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International arrivals (excl. Transits) 401,358 358,553 11.9% 401,358 358,553 11.9% 4,463,474 4,100,550 8.9%

International departures (excl. Transits) 389,719 339,948 14.6% 389,719 339,948 14.6% 4,408,678 4,067,684 8.4%

Total international (excl. Transits) 791,077 698,501 13.3% 791,077 698,501 13.3% 8,872,152 8,168,234 8.6%

Transit movements 56,420 45,926 22.8% 56,420 45,926 22.8% 589,208 491,618 19.9%

Total international passengers * 847,497 744,427 13.8% 847,497 744,427 13.8% 9,461,360 8,659,852 9.3%

Total domestic passengers ** 707,215 634,881 11.4% 707,215 634,881 11.4% 7,974,393 7,232,889 10.3%

Top 10 arrivals by country of last residence

New Zealand 229,952 210,766 9.1% 229,952 210,766 9.1% 2,001,766 1,884,738 6.2%

Australia 57,534 55,340 4.0% 57,534 55,340 4.0% 819,648 779,685 5.1%

China, People's Republic of 25,206 19,660 28.2% 25,206 19,660 28.2% 364,816 293,923 24.1%

United States of America 15,180 11,146 36.2% 15,180 11,146 36.2% 207,607 187,567 10.7%

United Kingdom 7,426 7,283 2.0% 7,426 7,283 2.0% 171,794 162,141 6.0%

Japan 6,312 6,071 4.0% 6,312 6,071 4.0% 87,476 71,957 21.6%

Korea, Republic of 4,786 3,431 39.5% 4,786 3,431 39.5% 59,327 47,325 25.4%

Germany 3,311 2,913 13.7% 3,311 2,913 13.7% 68,399 61,334 11.5%

Indonesia 2,892 2,287 26.5% 2,892 2,287 26.5% 12,049 9,791 23.1%

India 2,739 3,192 -14.2% 2,739 3,192 -14.2% 48,831 46,492 5.0%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 4,727 4,168 13.4% 4,727 4,168 13.4% 50,384 46,737 7.8%

Domestic aircraft movements 9,080 8,775 3.5% 9,080 8,775 3.5% 108,234 104,282 3.8%

Total aircraft movements 13,807 12,943 6.7% 13,807 12,943 6.7% 158,618 151,019 5.0%

MCTOW (tonnes) ***

International MCTOW 461,086 392,460 17.5% 461,086 392,460 17.5% 4,978,412 4,561,779 9.1%

Domestic MCTOW 184,015 168,499 9.2% 184,015 168,499 9.2% 2,084,672 1,898,393 9.8%

Total MCTOW 645,101 560,959 15.0% 645,101 560,959 15.0% 7,063,084 6,460,173 9.3%
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QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

Total international passengers 66,779 62,751 6.4% 66,779 62,751 6.4% 478,807 404,053 18.5%

Total domestic passengers 106,952 86,802 23.2% 106,952 86,802 23.2% 1,196,480 1,005,610 19.0%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 553 512 8.0% 553 512 8.0% 3,679 3,191 15.3%

Domestic aircraft movements 826 800 3.3% 826 800 3.3% 9,998 8,883 12.6%

Total aircraft movements 1,379 1,312 5.1% 1,379 1,312 5.1% 13,677 12,074 13.3%

CAIRNS  AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International Passenger movements (excl. 

Transits) 54,392 52,558 3.5% 54,392 52,558 3.5% 623,289 524,644 18.8%

Transit movements 14,730 9,675 52.2% 14,730 9,675 52.2% 151,023 102,522 47.3%

Total international passengers 69,122 62,233 11.1% 69,122 62,233 11.1% 774,312 627,166 23.5%

Total domestic passengers 424,576 402,471 5.5% 424,576 402,471 5.5% 4,265,413 4,048,874 5.3%

Aircraft Movements 

International aircraft movements 621 608 2.1% 621 608 2.1% 7,078 6,480 9.2%

Domestic aircraft movements 3,662 3,543 3.4% 3,662 3,543 3.4% 40,556 38,488 5.4%

Total aircraft movements 4,283 4,151 3.2% 4,283 4,151 3.2% 47,634 44,968 5.9%

MACKAY  AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

Domestic passengers 66,653 80,471 -17.2% 66,653 80,471 -17.2% 799,954 917,863 -12.8%

Transit movements 3,300 3,830 -13.8% 3,300 3,830 -13.8% 31,082 61,011 -49.1%

Total domestic passengers 69,953 84,301 -17.0% 69,953 84,301 -17.0% 831,036 978,874 -15.1%

Aircraft Movements

Domestic aircraft movements 895 1,018 -12.1% 895 1,018 -12.1% 10,804 12,865 -16.0%


